
EMERALD FARMS 


Office: 530-438-2133 
Fax: 530-438-2762 

August 71. 2007 

Commissioner John L. Geesman, Presiding Member 
Califomia Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, Califomia 958 14-55 12 

Dear Commissioner John L. Geesman. 

SUBJECT: COLUSA GENERATING STATION (06-AFC-9) 

EMERALD FARMS' PSA COMMENTS 

1. 	 The PSA discussed the permanent conversion of agricultural land to industrial 
land without addressing the most important adverse, unmitigatible impacts of 
the conversion. The construction and operation of an electrical generating 
plant at the Colusa site is wrong because the load center that will use the 
electrical energy is miles away from it. Each mile of transmission results in 
losses of electrical energy thereby necessitating more fuel to be consumed 
than is necessary. This extra fuel use results in greater air emissions than is 
necessary. AB32 says that transmission line losses should be considered when 
accounting for greenhouse gas production in Califomia. See Cd!p/nra 
Nedh ma'Xder/ Code sec&bn J8530fb) fz). (Please see our Section 29) 

a) The PSA didn't calculate the amount of extra electrical generation that will 
be necessary or the amount of greenhouse gases that will be created and spewed 
into the atmosphere next to Emerald Farms organic farming operations. 

b) There was no evaluation of the impact of these emissions on Emerald 
Farms' crops or residential homes. 

c) There was no attempt to find another power plant site on land already 
zoned for industrial uses and that is closer to the electrical load center. 
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d) The CEC should not waive the NO1 requirement of reviewing three 
alternate sites. The alternatives review should evaluate the total COZ and N20 
emissions of each site before granting a certification to the application for the 
Colusa Generating Station. 

e) The presence of the power plant will diminish nearby property. See full 
details in section 29, pages 9 and 10. 

2. The impacts on Biological Resources contain many errors. This topic is 
discussed in the comment letter by Dr. Shawn SmalIwood. Attachment (1). 
Attachment (2) - Dr. Smallwood CV2. 

3. Emerald Farms is opposed to the use of Emission Reduction Credits ("ERC") 
based on agricultural burning for the CGS air emissions offsets because of the 
demonstrated lack of compliance with the air quality permit conditions at the 
PG&E Delevan Compressor facility. The PSA addresses ERCs on page 4.1- 
40 acknowledging the problem of lack of offsets in the third quarter of each 
year, but states that the CEC staff thinks that VOC and NOX offsets on an 
annual basis should offset the damages. 

The Air Resources Board wrote a letter on June 12, 2007, stating that it did 
not consider VOC ERCs as offsets for NOX. The problem is that there is no 
guarantee that any of this will occur. The Colusa County Air Pollution 
Control District (CCAPCD) is responsible to enforce the Title V permit 
conditions, but they haven't retained any records for the Delevan Compressor 
Station. So, the power plant will also probably operate without oversight. 

Equally germane to the use of agricultural buming credits for the ERC's is the 
fact that farmers are not allowed to bum their residues on "no bum days". 
These "bum" or "no bum days" are determined each day based on the air 
quality in the area. This means there is no burning of agricultural residues 
when the air quality is determined to be poor. This period of "no bum days" 
sometimes goes on for a week or more. Our position would be that this 
generation plant would operate continuously regardless of the daily air quality, 
even on days that were determined to be unacceptable for agricultural buming. 

Obviously this facility would not shut down during these periods of poor air 
quality so this use of agricultural bum credits is totally unacceptable. 

Therefore, there should be no use of ERCs based on agricultural burning to 
meet emission requirements. 

4. The power plant should be designed to reduce emissions to allowable levels. 
They are using duct burners inside the heat recovery steam generator. Using 
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