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Mr. Les Nelson

City Manager 99-AFS -8 L
City of Blythe

235 North Broadway DATENQM._Q_QQQE-
Dear Mr. Nelson

I, Pat Wolle, turned off thc ILS, both localizer and glide slopc, here at Blythe Airport at
13:30 pm. on11/03/05. This was donc becausc T was ordered to do so by the City of

Blythe on ] 1/03/G5. Order was signed by Les Nelson, city manager.

Pat Wolfc
Wolfc Enterpriscs
11/03/05
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November 2, 2005

Wolfc Enterprises
Blythe Airport FBO
17240 West Hobsonway
Blythe, California 92225

Re: Tnstrument Landing System — Blythe Ajrport

Dear Mr. Wolfe:
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CITY OF BLYTHE

235 North Broadway / Blythe, California 52225
Phone (760) 922-6161 / Fax (760) 522-4938

FILE COPY

Mr, Pat Wolfe HAND DELIVERED AT BLYTHE CITY HALL

As you are aware the Instrument Landing System at the Blythe Adrport has been the
subject of much discussion lately. The City now has firm instruction to de-commission
that unat per the attached letter from the FAA. As the Airport Operator T am instructing
you to tum the ILS equipment off that serves runway 26. You have seven (7) business

days from the receipt of this letter to comply.

I know this is not good news, but the FAA position is very clear.

If you have any

disagrecment with the position the FAA has set forth in the September 2, 2005 lctter you
must deal directly with the FAA. We intend to take the aclions required to comply with
said FAA directive. Pleasc respond in writing to the City, with your intention to comply

with this instruction.

arles Hull
Assistant City Manager

I_es Nelson, City Manager
Enc:  FAA letter September 2, 2005

Cc wro ene:
Mayor and City Council
Scott Zundel, City Attorney
Rob Fields, Riverside County EDA
William C. Withyvcombe, FAA
Austin Wiswel], Calirans Aeronautics
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CITY OF BLYTHE

235 North Broadway / Blythe, California 92225
Phone (760) 522-6161 [/ Fax (760) 922-4938

November 2, 2005

FILE COPY

Mr. Tom Twmer

Adtrports Supervisor
Riverside County EDA
5555 Arlington Ave.
Riverside, California 92504

Re: Blythe Airport ILS
Dear Mr. Tumer:

The City of Blythe has received your letter of October 25, 2005, wherein you request a
written response relative 1o the removal the JLS as directed by the FAA letter of
September 2, 2005, It is fully the City's intent to have our FBO tenant, Mr. Wolfe
remove the ILS from service, now that we have in writing the FAA's position on this
matter. However, there are still several questions yet to be answered that relate to this
issue.

On October 27, 2005 I faxed a Jetter to Mr. Robert Ficlds requesting clarification on
making direct contact with the FAA about the outstanding issucs concerning the Blythe
Energy Plant and the Blythe Aimport. You'll notice all the correspondence to date from
the FAA has been addressed to the County of Riverside, attention Mr. Ficlds. Sccond,
who actually cwns, or has title to the ILS equipment? The Lease Agreement between the
City and County 15 silent on this matter. The radio station license that 1s in the bwilding
housing the ILS equipment is in the County’s name. That license expired in October
1983, The Wolfe Sublease Agreement says the tlenant can use and is responsible to

‘maintain the ILS equipment, much like the hanger and office building he occupies. The

bottom line question: is the ILS an esset of the airport, or is it privately owned?

Be assured the City of Blythe will scek Ryverside County concurrence on all operational
changes proposed for the airport as outlined in the City/County Lease Apgreement. As a
result of the runway safety meetings en the Blythe One Power Plant and the Blythe Two
Power Plant Commission Hearings, the current thinking is to convert the standard lefi-
hand traffic pattern to right-hand traffic for runway 26. This will move aircraft north of
the runway and further away from the Mesa Verde community, Blythe One Power Plant,

‘and the eventual Blythe Two Project, should it be permitted. Also. the calm wind runway

BLH ltrto Tom Tumer - JLS - 11-02-05.dec

[P S L Pl



[ L R e [ A v N A .U A I S R R S o e TR B o T il IS o oy g N [ e I R L Pl T e fid | L] R TR

Page 2
Tom Turner
October 31, 2005

designation is suggested to be changed from 26 to 17. While that probably matches the
prevailing local winds better, it does introduce a potcntia) back-taxi conflict with taxi-
way “Charlie” not being completed to the north end of runway 17. In addition, becauso
of the noise issue created by this change, a CEQA Initial Study will bave to be done prior
to this action being instituted. ] assumc as operator and manager of the Blythe Airport,
the City of Blythe wil) be the lead agency in terms of the CEQA study.

Finally, the cquipment for the pre-recarded announcement over the AWOS system will
have to be permirted by the FCC. T am interested in the County's position relative to
having the City or County as the applicant for that installation? Will it transmit on the
Unicom frequency currently used by the airport, or should it totally replace the ASOS
equipment that wil] be redundant (and 15 years old) installed by the FAA. As vou can
see. we still have several questions, but we are closing in on resolution. Tlook forward to
working with vou and other County staff to a satisfactory conclusion to ali of the above.

Charles [Hull
Assistant City Manager

Ce: Mayor and City Council
Les Welson, City Manager
Scott Zunde), City Attorpey F | L E G UP Y
Rob Fields, Riverside County EDA
William C. Withycombe, FAA

Austin Wiswell, Caltrans Aeronautics
Keith Hardy, FPLE
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